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Drought-weakened, insect- Western larch borer

defoliated, and fire-scorched normally has one generation per
trees are attacked and sometimes ~ Year. Overwintering takes place
killed. Extensive mortality has @ larvae in mines in host
been recorded during extremely
droughty conditions.

sapwood. Larvae pupate in cells
made at ends of feeding mines

by June. _

Key Points Adults emerge in late June,
mate, and lay eggs in bark
crevices of susceptible hosts.

e Mostly attack Larvae feed initially in inner

weakened or bark, but by August begin to
damaged trees. penetrate the sapwood.

e Symptoms similar

to bark beetle — N
killed trees. UGA3948070
FREE Photo of roundheaded wood borer
¢ Larva.e |.n|t|ally larvae. Photo by William Ciesla
feed in inner bark
and penetrate the
wood in late
summer. Management
e Remove logs
before adults Weakened trees should be salvaged as soon as
attack in June or possible. To prevent degrade, decked logs
before larvae bore should be processed before adults attack in
into wood in June; or if infested, before larvae bore into
August. wood



http://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5186647.pdf�
http://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5186684.pdf�
http://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5186684.pdf�
http://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5186684.pdf�
http://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5186684.pdf�

Page 2 Back to menu

Foliage on dying
trees will fade
within a year.

Forest Health
Protection and State
Forestry Organizations

Assistance on State
And Private Lands

Montana: (406) 542-4300
Idaho: (208) 769-1525
Utah: (801) 538-5211
Nevada: (775) 684-2513
Wyoming: (307) 777-5659

N.Dakota: (701) 228-5422

Assistance on
Federal Lands

US Forest Service

Region One

Missoula: (406) 329-3605
Coeur d’Alene: (208) 765-
7342

US Forest Service
Region Four

Ogden: (801) 476-9720
Boise: (208) 373-4227

Western Larch Borer

5.3

Identifying western larch borer

Larvae have round heads,
cylindrical bodies of about the
same width from back of head
to posterior, are cream colored,
and each body segment is well-
defined. Larval mines contain
finer wood particles and frass,
often more loosely packed, than
galleries made by flatheaded
wood borers.

Adults have very long
antennae ("long horns"), often
nearly as long as their body.
They are dark brown, close to
three-quarters of an inch long,
and have divided eyes.

Other Reading

Furniss, R.L.; Carolin, V.M. 1977. Western forest insects. Misc.
Publication Number 1339. Washington, D.C.: USDA Forest

Service. 654 p.

Ross, D. A. 1967. The western larch borer, Tetropium velutinum

LeConte, in interior British Columbia. Journal

of the

Entomological Society of British Columbia. 64:25-28.
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